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Dec 3

9:00 am - Holy Communion & Sunday School

Worshiping: Wednesday evenings at 6:15 pm & Sunday at 9:00 am

Dec 6

5:00 pm - Wed Meal
6:15 pm - Worship
7:00 pm - Adult Choir

7:00 pm - Wed School/PB &J Class
7:00 pm - Confirmation
7:00 pm Fellowship/Outreach MT

Dec 10

9:00 am - Worship & Sunday School
10:00 am - Global Missions

10:00 am - Assemble Angel Treat Boxes

Dec 13

5:00 pm - Wed Meal
6:15 pm - Children's Program
7:00 pm - Adult Choir

Dec 17

9:00 am - Holy Communion & Sunday School

Dec 20

11:00 am Sr Saints-Brdwy Apts
5:00 pm - Wed Meal
6:15 pm - Worship

Dec 24

9:00 am - Worship & NO Sunday School

Dec 24

5:00 pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Holy Communion
7:00 pm - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service with Holy Communion

Dec 25

Church Office closed

~Good Shepherd Christmas Program~
A Very Whirl Christmas
presents
Liam’s Runaway Pageant
Wednesday, December 13, 2017
at 6:15 p.m.
See page 10 for more details.

Christmas Eve Candlelight
Services
with Holy Communion
December 24, 2017
at
5:00 p.m.
and
7:00 p.m.
(Note the change in the worship times)

7:00 pm - NO Wed School/PB &J Class
7:00 pm - Confirmation

7:00 pm - NO PB&J Class
7:00 pm - NO Confirmation
7:00 pm - Adult Choir

Dec. 27 NO Wed Meal

6:15 pm - Worship

Dec 29

9:00 am Financial Cut off for 2016

Church Office closes at 12:00 pm

Dec 31

9:00 am - Worship & NO Sunday School

Jan 3, 2018 5:00 pm - Wed Meal
6:15 pm - Worship
7:00 pm - Adult Choir

7:00 pm - Wed School/PB &J Class
7:00 pm - Confirmation
7:00 pm Fellowship/Outreach MT
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Within a few days “A Charlie Brown Christmas” will be broadcast on
television once again. This year marks 52 years in a row of the holiday
classic. In a world where things become outdated very quickly and trends
come and go, 52 years of anything is pretty amazing.
As a pastor it especially warms my heart that this Christmas show tells
the real story of Christmas rather than a story about a man in a red suit or
a reindeer with a lightbulb nose or a snowman who comes to life. Charles
Schulz and the peanuts gang tell the real Christmas story complete with
six verses of the Gospel of Luke included in the cartoon show.
In the Charlie Brown Christmas special, Charlie is depressed even though the cheerful holiday is
approaching. Lucy suggests that he direct the neighborhood Christmas play, but the other kids ignore
him or mock him. It seems like a flop until Linus (and the security blanket) tell Charlie Brown about
the true meaning of Christmas. In the end, Charlie Brown cheers up and the whole Peanuts gang
unites to celebrate the true meaning of Christmas.
Linus is the character who reads those words from St. Luke in the Bible. Do
you remember Linus? He is the shy character who is carrying his security
blanket with him everywhere he goes. Throughout the history of all the
Peanuts cartoons, Lucy, Charlie Brown and Sally and others all try to separate
Linus from his ever-present security blanket, but are unsuccessful. Linus
refuses to give up his blanket.
The heart of the show is when Linus explains to Charlie Brown that the meaning of Christmas is
the birth of Jesus. As Linus explains this to his best friend, something unique happens: Linus put
down his blanket. This is the only time in Peanuts history that Linus ever drops his security blanket.

From Council President, Sandi Hartman
Wow. What a ride! It is amazing how time flies and the things you learn.
In 2014 I agreed to be on the Call Committee and served as the chairperson. Throughout an
interesting process, we did our job and found a wonderful pastor for Good Shepherd. Shortly after
completing that, I was asked to serve on the Church Council. I decided to say Yes this time, having
said No a handful of times over the years. It seemed to be the right time to say Yes and step up to
the plate. I served 2 years as Vice President and currently as President during my final year.
Serving on the Call Committee and Church Council has broadened my understanding of how our
church operates and functions. There are many pieces to the puzzle that keep our doors open and
performing acts of friendship and kindness in our community. It is very important that Good
Shepherd continue serving and growing so the love of our Lord can be seen and felt by those around
us.
To do this we need the leadership of Council. The council and congregation work together to
serve our church family and our community. During the next few weeks you may be asked to step
up to the plate and serve on the Church Council. Maybe you are like me. I said No several times
before I said Yes. I am no different than any of you. I am just a member who enjoys being part of
this church family and using what talents the Lord gifted me with to serve our congregation and
community. Each of you has a talent or gift that should be shared. What better place is there to use
your abilities than serving our Lord right here at Good Shepherd!
So please consider saying Yes if you are asked to serve on the Church Council. I can say for sure
that you will learn many things and will feel satisfaction being part of the daily life of our church.
Our church family needs you. Please consider saying Yes this time.
Thank you!

Service Group 4

Quite specifically, Linus put his blanket down when quoting Luke 2 and is quoting the angel, who
says, “fear not.” Peanuts creator Charles Schultz is quite brilliant in how he has Linus preach to us,
reminding us that:

Will be serving in the month of January. Service Group will sign up for jobs on Wednesday and
Sunday, Dec. 6 & 10, 2017. Members are encouraged to sign up for several things. Please note that
though children are not mentioned by name, they are an important part of the service groups. All
members of the Service Group are encouraged to be in prayer for their church and its pastor.

The birth of Jesus separates us from our fears. The birth of Jesus frees us from habits we are
unable to surrender. The birth of Jesus allow us to drop our false security that we grasp too tightly.
The world of 2017 can be a scary place and most of us do look for some kind of security. It is hard
to follow those angelic directions and “fear not.”

Jean & Arnie Carlson
Theresa Alger
Doug & Michelle Becher
Donald T. & Bonnie Beckmann
Bunny Elmore
Lori Fette
William & Andrea Groskreutz Jr.
Brad & Beth Heggen
Clarice Johnson

Perhaps you will take some time to watch the Peanuts Christmas show one more time. Watch for
Linus to put down that security blanket when he explains that Jesus comes to bring us a real security.
In the midst of a scary world, this simple cartoon reminds us once more that Jesus brings us true
peace and true security. Merry Christmas to you, as we learn once more to trust in our beloved
Savior. Fear not! See you in worship, Pastor Mary
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Joanne Korman
Sandra Lorenz
Jeremie & Tina Lutteke
Gordon Martin Jr
Lisa Mershon
Todd & Kristin Morton
Scott Nehring
Paula Nelson
Brett & Dynette Niebuhr

-4-

Sheila Niebuhr
June Quade
Delores Raveling
Dennis & Mary Rollenhagen
Keith & Carla Stern
Jimmy & Kathy Thofson
Marjorie Ulferts
Richard & Shari Winch

Join us as we share in the joy of the birth of our Lord by singing some of our
favorite Christmas carols. We will hear some of the stories behind the carols and
also join in some holiday games, Everyone 55 and older is invited to come to the
Broadway Apartments on Wednesday, December 20 at 11:00 a.m. to share in the
fellowship and sample the food served by the December service group.

November Ministerial Acts:
In Christian sympathy - Berniece G. Baker, who died Nov. 6. Funeral held
at Bruss-Heitner on Nov. 9th
Baptism - 11/5 Evelyn Rose Garvick, daughter of Jason & Amanda Garvick
New Members - Delores Raveling
Mark, Heather, Jada & Addison Goldman, Joe & Dylan Bonsack
Rick, Megan & Keagen Meyer
Kris, Nyah & Jayde Ratcliff

Wednesday Nights at Good Shepherd
Wednesday Night Supper
Served 5:00–6:00 p.m.
KIDS EAT FREE every week! Kids who are in 12th grade and under eat free!
Adults: $4.00.
Menus for December:
6 - Ravioli
13 - Pigs in a Blanket
20 - Soup and Sandwich
27 - NO Wednesday Nite Meal
(Available each week for children: mac & cheese, hot
dogs/chips, or PBJ sandwich)

Wednesday Night Worship
6:15–6:55 p.m.
Whether you are busy on the weekend or prefer a more casual worship setting, please remember that
this alternative worship service takes place each week. Music is led by piano and vocal and the
sermon each Wednesday is the same as the following Sunday.

Wednesday School

December Food Collection
During the month of December we will collect food donations of Whole Kernel Corn and canned
Green Beans. A grocery cart is parked in the sanctuary, collecting your donations, which will go to
the Wells Area Food Shelf. Thank you for your November donations of brown sugar and cinnamon
that also went to the Food Shelf.

7:00–7:45 p.m.
Students should be dropped off or picked up in the class near the church offices. Make sure that a
teacher is in the classroom before your children are left in the room. Students are encouraged to
worship with their families before the class from 6:15 – 6:55 p.m. Note: No Wednesday School
Class on December 20 & 27 (Christmas Vacation).

PB & J Class
Wednesdays 7:00-7:45 p.m. ~ Nursery
This is Wednesday School class for preschoolers who are 2 or 3 years old and a parent. Check it out!
Note: No PB & J Class on December 20 & 27 (Christmas Vacation).

Midweek cancellation Policy
If the United South Central School District is cancelled or dismisses early because of weather
conditions there will be no evening activities/worship. Cancellations will be posted on the Good
Shepherd Website, Facebook page and announced on both KBEW (1450 AM) and KJLY (104.5 FM)
radio stations. Sunday Mornings: Sunday worship will not be cancelled unless there are extreme
circumstances. Please use caution in making your travel decisions.
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Confirmation Class
Wednesdays 7:00-7:45 p.m. ~ Church Social Hall
Confirmation Classes have begun for the 7th and 8th graders. Pastor Mary is leading the class and
the focus this year is an overview of both the Old and New Testament. Note: No Confirmation Class
on December 20 & 27 (Christmas Vacation).
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Upcoming Youth Events
Put these events on your calendar and sign up before the deadline

Grades Kindergarten – 3 Youth Event
Fun, Fun, Fun at the Church
Sunday, January 7, 2018 11am – noon
Gather together in the Good Shepherd Kitchenette (down the hall from the church offices) where
we will learn more about the 3 Wise Men and make a cool craft. We will also play some fun games
together and have a small snack. The cost is free but we do ask you to sign up on the church office
door by Wednesday, January 3, 2018.

“Good

News from heaven the angels bring,
Glad tidings to the earth do they sing;
To us this day a child is given,
To crown us with the joy of heaven.”
~ Martin Luther
Merry Christmas and Happy New Year from the staff of
Good Shepherd Lutheran Church

Grades 4-7 Youth Event
Ultimate Game Night
Saturday, January 13, 2018 6pm – 9pm
Meet in the Good Shepherd basement Social Hall for a great evening of new games (Human Clue)
and old favorites (Sardines). There is no cost for this event and you are welcome to bring a friend.
The deadline to sign up on the church office door is Wednesday, January 10. Please come with a
full stomach as a snack but not a meal is being served.

Rev. Mary Iverson, pastor
Jean Carlson, pianist
Kent Stern, custodian
Beth Heggen, youth director

Andrea Groskreutz, office administrator
Sandi Hartman, choir director
Ardene Breitkreutz, treasurer

Grades 8-12 Youth Event
Saturday, January 6, 2018 5pm – 10pm
Meet in the Good Shepherd basement Social Hall for a great evening of new games (Human Clue)
and old favorites (Sardines and Race to 100). There is no cost for this event and you are welcome
to bring a friend. A pizza dinner will be served. The deadline to sign up on the church office door
is Wednesday, January 3.

A Very Whirl Christmas featuring Liam’s Runaway Pageant
Wednesday, December 13, 2017 6:15pm Good Shepherd Sanctuary
This year the grade school children of our congregation will present a Christmas program based on
the curriculum that they learn from each and every week, WHIRL. They will tell the Christmas
story in a modern, unique way.
Dinner will be served from 5:00pm – 6:00pm and children in the program are asked to report to
classroom 1 (near the church offices) by 5:30pm.
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Angel Treat Boxes
Available for order now through December 10th
$10 per box
Angel Treat Boxes available for pick up before or after church on:

Wednesday, December 13th and Sunday, December 17th
Place your order below and return it to the Church office.
You may also order by contacting the church office at 553-3513 or emailing
Taylor Allis at taylorjeanallis@gmail.com
Angel Treat Boxes are a wonderful assortment of homemade cookies, bars,
and other treats. Purchase for yourself or as a gift for a loved one this holiday
season!

December Birthdays
2-Rick Baird
Bonnie Groskreutz
4-Daryl Kruger
Skylar Niebuhr
Sheila O’Rourke
5-Shane Buendorf
Stacy Magnuson
6-Elaine Grunzke
John Vee
7-Trevor Foley
Jean Kruger
8-Deb Colvin
Mark Goldman
Jason Huper
Mary Ovrebo
Amber Roessler

10-Ardene Breitkreutz
Jill Jacobsen
Blake Rucker
11-Cayden Stern
12-Dennis Lutteke
Jayde Ratcliff
14-Tina Lutteke
15-Albert Quade
Lisa Ulferts,
Brian Vedders
16-Jackie Ramaker
Dave Tatge
17-Kathy Ayers
20-Kyley Bullerman
21-Cory Peterson
22-Cliff Treptow

Shari Winch
24-Julie Mattick
Lauryne Stern
25-Mary Rollenhagen
26-Matt Stern
27-Jerad Billings
Kathryn Ehlert
Jackson Spizzirri
Kim Stevermer
28-Jacob Elmer
Jaxon Hart
30-Lori Hotzler
Chris Tatge
Diane Walters
31-Lillian Neubauer

Proceeds go to the youth attending the
National Youth Gathering in Houston next summer.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Angel Treat Boxes Order Form
Return by Dec. 10th
Number of Boxes _________
Name ___________________________________________________

The Work of Christmas
by Howard Thurman
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home.
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:

Phone Number ____________________________________________
Check one:
_____ I will pick up my order at the church
_____ I would like my order delivered to the address below

To find the lost,
To heal the broken,
To feed the hungry,
To release the prisoner,
To rebuild the nations,
To bring peace among people,
To make music in the heart.

__________________________
__________________________
Wells, MN 56097
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Joy to the World Devotional
Joy Circle

Love Circle

Dec 7, 2017 at 12:00 p.m.
Bible Study Leader: No Bible Study
Hostess: Meet at La Tuna at 12:00 noon for
lunch. Lunch will be on your own.

Dec. 19, 2017 at 9:30 a.m.

Bible Study with Pastor Mary
Sunday, December 17, 2018 10:15am
Pastor Mary will lead a Bible Study on Matthew chapter one. What does Matthew write before he
tells the story of the birth of Jesus? Grab some coffee and gather at a table near the stage in the
basement Social Hall. Pastor Mary will have a print out of the scripture passages and will lead the
study. Please note: when Pastor Mary leads Bible Study, you won’t be required to speak but can
come, listen and learn.

Looking Ahead to the Congregational Meeting
Good Shepherd will gather for our Annual Congregational Meeting on Sunday, January 28
immediately following worship, at about 10am. The Annual Reports will be available on January
19. All ministry teams and organizations are asked to submit their reports before January 10.

Pastor: Mary Iverson
C-507-420-6126
email-maryiverson@hotmail.com
Administrative Secretary: Andrea Groskreutz
Treasurer: Ardene Breitkreutz
Organists: Jean Carlson
Custodian: Kent Stern
Office Hours: M-T 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
F-8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Closed Saturday
Phone: 507-553-3513
Fax: 507-553-6995
shepherd@bevcomm.net
www.goodshepherdwells.org
www.facebook.com/goodshepherdwells
(Please submit articles and pictures of events happening in

Ushers for December 2017
9:00 a.m. Roger & Chad Groskreutz,
Dennis & Diane Lutteke

Bulletin & Voice Dates to Know:
Bulletin Articles are due Thursday before
8:30 a.m.
Voice Articles for January 2018 are Due
December 15th.
Thank you for your cooperation.

the Church to the church office to be posted on the web
site.)

Broadcast Cable Bevcomm TV Channel 7
at 10:15 a.m. Tuesday & 7:30 p.m. Wednesday
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